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and enthusiasm could not avail against the hostility of his own countrymen. The letter from Charles which met him on his arrival at Portsmouth must have consoled him in his humiliation, if anything could.
"... I have sent Montgomery unto thee; first, to desire thee to bear these misfortunes with that courage thou has showed in all this action and that thou would not make this ill fortune to me irrecoverable by punishing thyself for our faults; for, by the grace of God, thou and I are young enough to redeem this misfortune, if it were far greater than it is, with much interest; then, that thou wilt send me speedy good news of thyself, and that thou lookest no more backward upon mischances but forward on noble actions ; so referring myself to Montgomery, I rest, Your loving, faithful, constant friend,
CHARLES R."
Unfortunately, Buckingham needed little encouragement to look forward on noble actions. His one idea was to redeem what he considered English honour, nor could Charles easily face the idea of allowing the fleet to rot away, nor of abandoning the Huguenots besieged in La Rochelle. But money was absolutely necessary and again Parliament must be summoned. It met on March 17, 1628, and the King (according to the Venetian Ambassador) spoke "with nerve.5* Considering how desperate his condition had become, the defiance he flung at the Commons must have needed it. He told them it was